FRANCIS OF ASSISI
sences. On this particular day Francis is busy with
customers when a ragged old man enters and begs
charity in the name of God Francis angrily orders
him out of the door. Then in one of his impetuous
changes he reproaches himself: "What would I not
have done if this man had asked something of me in
the name of a count or a baron? What ought I to
have done when he came in the name of God? I am
no better than a down!" Thereupon he leaves the shop
and runs after the beggar to make amends. What
has happened in the heart of Francis to account for
this sudden burst of self-reproach? Has his father
told him of the "Poor Men of Lyons" who were liv-
ing and preaching in France a new Way of Life?
Has his mother been quietly instilling into his spirit
her gentle sympathy? Possibly one or both. We do
not know, but all the biographers relate the incident.
In Prison. Two years pass. We find him now
in prison, Assisi has been the scene of war in the
meantime. It was civil war, the burghers against their
feudal lord, the Duke of Spoleto, and his nobles. Tak-
ing advantage of the Duke's absence on a journey to
try to secure the favor of the new Pope, Innocent III,
the burghers had rushed upon the castle and demol-
ished it, leaving not one stone upon another. They
had then attempted to take over the property of the
nobles. The latter had appealed to the neighboring
city of Perugia, which promptly sent an army against
Assisi. The battle was fought on the plain between
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